Objectives of the Olympic 2000 National Education Program
In 1997 we set out to encourage the youth of Aus tralia to understand and embrace the spirit of the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games, as well as building in all young Australians a sense of ownership and enthusiasm for our Games in 2000. At the same time, we set out to maximise Olympic-related edu cation benefits through the incorporation of Olym pic themes into all key learning areas of the school curriculum from Kindergarten to Year 12.
In essence, a huge brief given the demographic and multicultural nature of our nation, along with the target age range of every 8 year old to 18 year old in our country.
Defining Features of the Olympic 2000 National
Education Program W e believe our program has been unique for a number of reasons:
(1) firstly, it sought to target and touch EVERY school community in Australia;
(2) secondly, it integrated educational aims and objectives with those of community relations and communications to grassroots Australian community;
(3) thirdly, every strategy integrated educational principles and perspectives and linked to key curriculum outcomes which were relevant to every school student in the target range in Aus tralia, regardless of state or school system; (4) fourthly it is based on a variety of media chan nels of communication;
(5) fifthly, it has attempted to broaden the histori cal interpretations of 'Olympic Education' and make it more relevant to the youth in our con temporary society;
(6) and lastly, we developed a vision which would ' put Olympic Education' up front-which would draw the attention of national and inter national eyes to our resources, their delivery and our Program's participation levels amongst the youth of our nation. We set out to deliber tely create an enduring legacy in the minds of our youth which would last well beyond the 2000 Games and into the next generation of young Australians. In a sense, we had to ensure we approached and established a degree of national understanding about the principles underpinning Olympism amongst our school communities, before even hoping to effect an increase in 'international and global understand ings' through our Program.
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